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(U)  On 28 Nov, approximately 450 refugees successfully returned from Syria to Baghdad 
Source: UNHCR press briefing, 29 Nov 07 and MNF-I Strat Ops communication 28 Nov 07 
Associated Press, Convoy of returning refugees arrives in Baghdad, 28 Nov 07 

- Motivation for majority of returnees is their dire economic conditions 
Source: UNHCR press briefing, 29 Nov 07 

- Strict Syrian visa requirements prevent some from working 
Source: UNHCR press briefing, 29 Nov 07 
Associated Press, Convoy of returning refugees arrives in Baghdad, 28 Nov 07 
(U) UNHCR reported “the time has not come to promote, organize or encourage returns.”  
Source: UNHCR press briefing, 23 Nov 07 

-The Iraqi economy and NGOs can provide only limited support to an influx of returnees 
Source: UNHCR press briefing, 29 Nov 07 

- Some previous returnees face difficult conditions and no access to basic services  
Source: UNHCR press briefing, 29 Nov 07 
 

Strategic Themes 
1)  GOI Setting Stage for UNSCR Draft Resolution discussion in Dec 2007 regarding Coalition withdrawal 
2)  GoI NOT ready to support over 4 million displaced people, who could return in a short period of time. 
3)  Resettling families in neighborhoods may lead to renewed ethnic fighting.  
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Shaybani makes a significant contribution to enforcing the freeze among mainstream JAM. 
The Sadrist Trend is under political and military pressure, and Sadr probably fears additional rifts, thus Sadr 
may feel reluctant to fire Shaybani. 
 

(b)(3) 50 USC 3024(i)
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•Strategic Theme 1: continues to influence GoI and MoO in order to secure the business interests of 
oil companies in Iraq. 

 
•Strategic Theme 2:  The GoI and MoO balances a need to ease diplomatic pressures with a desire to 
conclude more balanced contractual terms. 

(b)(3) 50 USC 3024(i)

c
oo1.4b1.4b

11.4b, 1.41 d,
1.4b, 1.4d
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Sources: 
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Open Source Center: 
 
•GMP20071204836004 Gulf Cooperation Council Issues Statement at End of Meetings 
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Al Ahad Newspaper, 03DEC07 
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(S/REL) AQI members infiltrating Awakening movements 
•  Baqubah AQI members infiltrating Awakening 

(U) AQI continuing to target Awakening movement members 
•  Gunmen murdered Awakening Leader in Hawijah 

• Open Source: Kirkuk, Voice of Iraq, 3 Dec 07 
•  AQI detonated SVEST killing four Diyala Awakening Council leaders 

(b)(3) 50 USC 3024(i)
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Sources: 

• On 2 Dec Syrian Deputy FM Miqdad met in Iran with President Ahmadi-Nejad, discussed Annapolis 
conference
               (Kuwait Kuna, 04DEC07, Iranian-Syrian Relations) 

• Miqdad reaffirmed Syria-Iran “friendly-ties” and “strategic relations”
               (Kuwait Kuna, 04DEC07, Iranian-Syrian Relations) 

• Ahmadinejad stated “the enemies cannot harm existing deep rooted and durable ties 
between Tehran and Damascus 

              (Kuwait Kuna, 04DEC07, Iranian-Syrian Relations) (U)  

• Syria attended the 27 Nov Annapolis Conference after much internal debate 
 (Associated Press, 03DEC07, Syria is Reaping Benefits) 
• Iran against Annapolis Conference and was “surprised” about Syria’s decision to attend 

               (Associated Press, 27NOV07, Syria Defends Decision to Attend Summit)  
• Syrian ambassador to US says “There is no military solution” to the Arab-Israeli conflict 

               (US News, 03DEC07, Syrian Envoy Says Onus is on US, Israel 
• Iran disappointed, but Syria set on pursuing its national interests 

              (Associated Press, 03DEC07, Syria is Reaping Benefits) 
 

1.4c
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Sources: 
 

1.4c
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Sources: 
 
 (U) AMS issue statement denouncing the continued presence of CF past 2008: 
GMP20071128666007, 29NOV07; “AMS statement rejects declaration of principles signed by Bush, al-Maliki” 
GMP20071128614004, 29NOV07; “Al Maliki – Bush declaration on US presence Draws Varying Iraqi Reactions”  
 

Strategic Theme: While the insurgency is engaging CF they refuse to engage the GOI which eliminates the 
opportunity to bring in a large portion of the Sunnis. The Waqf’s moderate stance and efforts to eliminate the AMS 
and al Dhari provide a new approach for the GOI via the Waqf and the Sunni mosques they influence.  

1.4c
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Sources: 
Guardian Unlimited, 3 Dec 07, “Iran Halted Nuclear Weapons Programme in 2003” 

 
New York Times, 3 Dec 07, “U.S. Says Iran Ended Atomic Arms Work” 

 
CNN Politics.com, 3 Dec 07, “U.S. Report: Iran Stopped Nuclear Weapons Work in 

2003 
 

NIE, Nov 2007, “Iran: Nuclear Intentions & Capabilities” 
 

AP News Wire, 3 Dec 07, U.S. Finds Iran Halted Its Nuclear Arms Effort in 2003” 
 

Associated Press, 3 Dec 07, “US: Iran Still Able to Develop Nukes” 
 

NPR, 3 Dec 07, “Iran Quit Nuclear Weapons Work, Intel Report Says” 

1.4b, 1.4d
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Iraqi National Gathering Statement 
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Sources: 
 (U) First issue of Al-Naqshabandiyah magazine  
 
 OSC Reporting   GMP20071206082001 2 DEC07; “ 
 
 
 (S//REL TO USA, IRQ, MCFI) Muthana al-Dhari looking to equip a new radio studio 
 

 (S//REL TO USA, IRQ, MCFI) Tearline 
 
      

     Strategic Theme: As the nature of the Sunni opposition evolves competition for funding and 
members increases. This places critical importance on groups IO efforts and means to deliver 
the message. Effective and innovative propaganda is a “go to” in the insurgent’s arsenal.  
 
 
 
      

(b)(6)
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Ubaydi in Friday Sermon:  
ISCI associated with tyranny 
Dar al Hayat Newspaper, 10DEC07 
On Hakim visit to US: ISCI ignoring Najaf Hawza position against CF 
Al Mashriq Newspaper, 10DEC07 

 
ISCI responds sharply  

reiterates need to implement October agreement and joint committee 
system to resolve conflict 
Badr Newspaper, 10DEC07 

 
Basrah: Sadrists court 74 tribal leaders, solicit tribal opposition to Federalism 
Dar al Hayat Newspaper, 10DEC07 
 

(b)(6)

(b)(6)( )( )
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Sources: 
 
• Associated Press, 071214, Al-Sadr Eyes Ayatollah’s Clout 
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Sources: 
AP 12Dec 07,” UN Won’t Take Up Iran Sanctions in 2007” 
Novosti, Russian News & Information Agency 11 Dec 07, “Iran-IAEA Continue to Clear 
Up Nuclear Issues” 
ITAR TASS, 10 Dec 07, “IAEA Delegation Discussing Iran Nuke Programme in Tehran” 
IranMania.com, 10 Dec 07, “New Resolution Not to Solve Iran Nuclear Row” 
Tehran Fars News Agency, 12 Dec 07, “Major Powers Fail to Agree on Iran Sanctions” 
Tehran Voice of the Islamic Republic of Iran Radio, 12 Dec 07, “Sixth Round of IAEA-
Iran Talks Terminated” 
Tehran Fars News Agency, 12 Dec 07, “Continue Talks on Wednesday” 
IRNA, 12 Dec 07, “End Talks on Source of Contamination” 
IRNA, 11 Dec 07, “President: IAEA Reports Removed all Ambiguities” 
Fars News Agency, 11 Dec 07, “Iran, IAEA Continue Talks” 
Panis AFP (North European Service), 11 Dec 07, “IAEA Expert Team Visits Tehran for 
Talks” 
IRNA, 11 Dec 07, “Iran-IAEA Technical Talks Continue” 
Mehr News Agency, 11 Dec 07, “Situation Ripe for Direct Talks Between *ran and 5+1: 
Analyst 
Fars News Agency, 10 Dec 07, “Iran, IAEA Resume Talks” 
 
 

1.4b, 1.4c, 1.4d
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Sources: 
 
• New York Times, 071216, Iraqi City Poised to Become Hub of Shiite Power 
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1.4c
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Source: 
(U) Associated Press, UNHCR begins distributing financial aid to Iraqi Refugees in Syria, Sunday December 16, 

2007 
(U) UNCHR News Stories, UNHCR issues ATM cards to 7,000 needy Iraqi families in Syria 
 
 
 

(b)(6)

(b)(6)
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Source:  
 
• Jihadist Website OSC Summary, 071217, Jihadist Website Releases New al-Zawahiri 
Interview; Processing Plans 
 

1.4b, 1.4c, 1.4d
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Salah Ubaydi: 
Agence France Presse, 18DEC07 
 
Sadrist statement calls on GoI to: 
Al-Arabiya, 17DEC07 
 
OMS, Basra Governor and GENERAL Mohan Announce New Agreement 
Al-Iraqia, TV   

1.4b, 1.4c, 1.4d
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Pages 23 through 24 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1.4b, 1.4c, 1.4d
1.4b, 1.4d, 1.4c
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Sources: 
(U) DPR071219, al-Jazeera Interview 
Previous interviews.. 
DPR071026.doc 
DPR071014 
      
Strategic Theme: Harith al-Dari  stays on his anti coalition ant GOI message despite what the 
current situation is. Ignores/downplays the success of the Sahawa  movements while defending 
AQI. It does not appear that AMS enjoys the widespread support of the Iraqi populace. 
Defending AQI through AMS probably not a smart move.  Although not explicitly condoning AQI 
tactics he displays passive support. 
 
Quote from the interviewer…. Al-Zufayri - You mean a continuous and endless process of 
division.  Two minutes left.  Now I would like to give you an opinion about the AMS and its 
stand.  Some say that the AMS has stopped moving at a certain point and it does not want to 
go beyond this point.  A reality is being created in Iraq and the AMS is totally detached from 
it.  The number of its representatives and those who believe in its stand is indeed 
dwindling.  The question is: Do you have a specific vision for what is going on in Iraq, for Iraq's 
future, or a real way out of the Iraqi crisis, which has been going on for years? 
      

1.4b, 1.4c, 1.4d
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1.4b, 1.4c, 1.4d
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1.4b, 1.4c, 1.4d
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Source: 
 
OSC Summary 22 December 207: ISI Leader Al-Baghdadi Urges Attacks on 
Awakening Councils 

(b)(6)

1.4b, 1.4c, 1.4d

Declassified by: MG Michael X. Garrett,
USCENTCOM Chief of Staff

Declassified on: 201505

App
rov

ed
 fo

r R
ele

as
e



29 

Sources: 
 

• Al Jazeera, 071225, Iraq Attacks Strike Sunni Forces 
• BBC News, 071225, Iraq Bombs Hit US-Backed Militias 
• Reuters, 071225, Suicide Attacks Kill 33 People North of Baghdad 
 
 
 

1.4c
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Pages 30 through 31 redacted for the following reasons:
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Source:  
 
• Associated Press, 071224, Damascus Daily Blasts Bush’s Comments 
• Damascus Tishrin, 071224, Bush’s Statement Leaves No Room for Optimism 
• KUNA, 071223, Iran Assails US Over Lebanon 
• Jerusalem Post Staff and AP, 071219, Sarkozy loses patience with Assad 

1.4b, 1.4c, 1.4d
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Sources: 
(U) DPR071226 
GMP20071225648001 Doha Al-Jazirah Satellite Channel Television in Arabic 1502 GMT 25 Dec 
07 
GMP20071224632001 Doha Al-Jazirah Satellite Channel Television in Arabic 1815 GMT 23 Dec 
07  
      

 
JAMI = (Al-Jabha al-Islamiya lil-Moqawama al-Iraqiya)  
JAMI part of PCIR  
Claims to have existed since 2004 GMP20071225635004  
Dr. Sayf Al-Din Mahmud, the spokesman of JAMI  

1.4b, 1.4d
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6 January 2008 is celebrated as Iraqi Armed Forces Day in Iraq.   
 
Representatives from the Iraqi army, Air Force, Navy, and Special Forces will participate 
in the ceremony.  In past years as in this year Coalition force leaders will attend along 
with the  international media.  The 2007 ceremony was  presided over by Prime MInister 
Nouri al-Maliki and was reported to have started with the national anthem, banned by 
Saddam Hussein, and followed by a reading from the Holy Quran.  Events since the end 
of the Iraq War in 2003 have been peaceful events.  Since penetrating the International 
Zone by insurgents and conducting an attack on the celebration would be tantamount to 
a suicide mission, it is highly unlikely that this year’s celebration will be marred by 
violence.  JAM Special Groups, AQI and other insurgent groups retain the capability and 
capacity to launch attacks.  Any attack for thiis celebration  in this location would have to 
be in the the form of an SVEST, mortars or rockets.  We assess  that with no reports to 
date, the possibility of an attack is not likely, although it cannot be completely ruled out 
and all insurgent groups and militias retain capability. 
 
Ref: 
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